With the abandonment of Freund's abdominal operation, and its substitution by vaginal extirpation of the uterus, we had demonstrated for the first time the facility of entrance into the peritoneal cavity through the anterior or posterior vaginal fornix.
by such a high rate of mortality that the more favourable results obtained by the vaginal operation, with its improved, technique, led to the latter being almost universally adopted.
Lately, the pendulum has swung in favour of the abdominal route in the treatment of cancer of the cervix, but the results
do not yet warrant our substituting it for the vaginal operation.
As far back as 1857, Atlee opened and evacuated a collection of purulent fluid, with subsequent separation of adhesions, through the posterior fornix.
The 
